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SUNDAY LITURGY AT HOME 
Solemnity of the Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 

Alongside the Mass Christians down through the ages have prayed by singing hymns, psalms and canticles, listening to passages of Scripture, and 
offering prayers of intercession – we call this kind of prayer the ‘Liturgy of the Hours,’ or the ‘Divine Office.’ As we cannot gather for the 
Eucharist at this time lets embrace this ancient tradition and pray in our homes either as a family or by ourselves. If you are praying as a family 
one person leads, the others say the words in bold.  

INTRODUCTORY RITES             
Introduction                   Ps 69:2 

 

V  O God, +	come to our aid         
R O Lord, make haste to help us  

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be:  
world without end. Amen. Alleluia!  

 
Hymn            
 

O Peter, who were named by Christ  
The guardian-shepherd of his flock,  
Protect the Church he built on you  
To stand unyielding, firm on rock. 
 

Apostle of the gentiles, Paul,  
The greatest witness of them all,  
You turned to Christ, the risen Lord,  
When out of light you heard him call. 

Unseen, eternal Trinity,  
We give you glory, praise your name,  
Your love keeps faith with those who fall:  
Through time and change you are the same. 
 
 
 
 

 
PSALMODY                   
A soul thirsting for God                         PS 62:2-9  
 

Let the man who has put away the deeds of the night watch for God 
 

Ant 1:  I know who it is that I have put my trust in, * and I am certain that he, the just judge, will be able to take 
care of all that I have had entrusted to me until that Day. 
O God, you are my God, for you I long; 
for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you 
like a dry, weary land without water. 
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary 
to see your strength and your glory. 
 

For your love is better than life, 
my lips will speak your praise. 
So I will bless you all my life, 
in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 
my mouth shall praise you with joy. 

On my bed I remember you. 
On you I muse through the night 
for you have been my help; 
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 
My soul clings to you; 
your right hand holds me fast. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 
Ant 1:  I know who it is that I have put my trust in, and I am certain that he, the just judge, will be able to take 

care of all that I have had entrusted to me until that Day. 
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Let every creature praise the Lord              Dan 3:57-88, 56 
 

Praise our God, all you his servants (Apoc 19:5) 
 

Ant 2:  The grace of God in me * has not been fruitless; rather his grace remains with me always. 
 

O all you works of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, angels of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, the heavens of the Lord, O bless the  
     Lord. 
And you, clouds of the sky, O bless the Lord. 
And you, all armies of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, sun and moon, O bless the Lord. 
And you, the stars of the heavens, O bless the  
     Lord. 
And you, showers and rain, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, all you breezes and winds, O bless the  
     Lord. 
And you, fire and heat, O bless the Lord. 
And you, cold and heat, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, showers and dew, O bless the Lord. 
And you, frosts and cold, O bless the Lord. 
And you, frost and snow, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, night-time and day, O bless the Lord. 
And you, darkness and light, O bless the Lord. 
And you, lightning and clouds, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 

O let the earth bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, mountains and hills, O bless the Lord. 
And you, all plants of the earth, O bless the Lord. 
And you, fountains and springs, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, rivers and seas, O bless the Lord. 
And you, creatures of the sea, O bless the Lord. 
And you, every bird in the sky, O bless the Lord. 
And you, wild beasts and tame, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, children of men, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

O Israel, bless the Lord, O bless the Lord. 
And you, priests of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 
And you, servants of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, spirits and souls of the just, O bless the Lord. 
And you, holy and humble of heart, O bless the Lord. 
Ananias, Azarias, Mizael, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

Let us praise the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit: 
To you be highest glory and praise for ever. 
May you be blessed, O Lord, in the heavens: 
To you be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

 
Ant 2:  The grace of God in me has not been fruitless; rather his grace remains with me always. 
 
The song of joy of the saints                   Ps 149 

The members of the Church, God’s new people, will rejoice in their king, who is Christ (Hesychius) 
 

Ant 3:  To the one who overcomes * I will give the hidden manna and a new name. Alleluia! 
 

Sing a new song to the Lord, 
his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
Let Israel rejoice in its Maker, 
let Sion’s sons exult in their king. 
Let them praise his name with dancing 
and make music with timbrel and harp. 
 

For the Lord takes delight in his people. 
He crowns the poor with salvation. 
Let the faithful rejoice in their glory, 
shout for joy and take their rest. 
Let the praise of God be on their lips 
and a two-edged sword in their hand, 

to deal out vengeance to the nations 
and punishment on all the peoples; 
to bind their kings in chains 
and their nobles in fetters of iron; 
to carry out the sentence pre-ordained: 
this honour is for all his faithful. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 
Ant 3:  To the one who overcomes I will give the hidden manna and a new name. Alleluia!  
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COLLECT OF THE MASS  
 

Let us pray. 
 

 God, who on the Solemnity of the Apostles Peter and Paul 
give us the noble and holy joy of this day, 

grant, we pray, that your Church 
may in all things follow the teaching 
of those through whom she received 
the beginnings of right religion. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD           
First Reading                      Acts 12:1-11 
 

Now I know the Lord really did save me from Herod 
 

A reading from the book of Acts. 
 

King Herod started persecuting certain members of the Church. He beheaded James the brother of John, and 
when he saw that this pleased the Jews he decided to arrest Peter as well. This was during the days of Unleavened 
Bread, and he put Peter in prison, assigning four squads of four soldiers each to guard him in turns. Herod meant 
to try Peter in public after the end of Passover week. All the time Peter was under guard the Church prayed to 
God for him unremittingly. 
 

On the night before Herod was to try him, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, fastened with double chains, 
while guards kept watch at the main entrance to the prison. Then suddenly the angel of the Lord stood there, and 
the cell was filled with light. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him. ‘Get up!’ he said ‘Hurry!’ – and the chains 
fell from his hands. The angel then said, ‘Put on your belt and sandals.’ After he had done this, the angel next said, 
‘Wrap your cloak round you and follow me.’ Peter followed him, but had no idea that what the angel did was all 
happening in reality; he thought he was seeing a vision. They passed through two guard posts one after the other, 
and reached the iron gate leading to the city. This opened of its own accord; they went through it and had walked 
the whole length of one street when suddenly the angel left him. It was only then that Peter came to himself. 
‘Now I know it is all true’ he said. ‘The Lord really did send his angel and has saved me from Herod and from all 
that the Jewish people were so certain would happen to me.’ 

 
The word of the Lord. 

R  Thanks be to God. 

 
Responsorial Psalm                 Psalm 33(34):2-9 
 

 

R  From all my terrors the Lord set me free 
 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 
his praise always on my lips; 
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 
The humble shall hear and be glad.  R 
 

Glorify the Lord with me. 
Together let us praise his name. 
I sought the Lord and he answered me; 
from all my terrors he set me free.  R	
	

 

Look towards him and be radiant; 
let your faces not be abashed. 
This poor man called, the Lord heard him 
and rescued him from all his distress.  R 

 

The angel of the Lord is encamped 
around those who revere him, to rescue them. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
He is happy who seeks refuge in him.  R 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O 
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Second Reading                  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 
 

All there is to come now is the crown of righteousness reserved for me 
 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy. 
 

My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has come for me to be gone. I have fought the 
good fight to the end; I have run the race to the finish; I have kept the faith; all there is to come now is the crown 
of righteousness reserved for me, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only 
to me but to all those who have longed for his Appearing. 
 

The Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that through me the whole message might be proclaimed for all the 
pagans to hear; and so I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from all evil attempts on me, and 
bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
R  Thanks be to God. 

	
Gospel Acclamation  
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church. 
And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. 
Alleluia! 

 
Gospel Reading               Matthew 16:13-19 
 

You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church 
 

V  A reading from the Holy Gospel +	according to Matthew. 
R  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

hen Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say 
the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or 

one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ 
he said ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not 
flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this 
rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you 
loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
PRAYER AND SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Intercessions 
 

In real humility of heart let us pray to God who 
cares for everyone, saying:  

R   Lord, have mercy on your people.  
 

Defend the church against all danger.  R 
Protect Francis our Pope.  R 
Be the strength of Patrick our Bishop.  R 
Keep our parish united in prayer.  R 
Save your people.  R 
Preserve the world in peace. R 
Bring light to those who do not believe.  R 
Guide the rulers of all nations.  R 
Come to the aid of the poor.  R 
Comfort the afflicted.  R 
Guide and strengthen healthcare workers.  R 
Bring an end to the coronavirus.  R 
Have mercy on the dead.  R 

 

We pause to make our own prayers. 
 

We ask Mary to place the whole world under her maternal 
protection, saying: 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou amongst women, 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, 
now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

W 
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Our Father 
 

 Let us pray together in the words Jesus taught us, saying: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  

 
Spiritual Communion 
Spend a few moments in silence, then pray asking Jesus to make his home in your heart: 
 

My Jesus,  
I believe that you are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament.  
I love you above all things,  
and I desire to receive you into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace you as if you were already there  
and unite myself wholly to you.  
Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING AND CONCLUSION  
The Benedictus                    Luke 1:68-79 

 

The Messiah and the one who was sent before him 
 

Ant: Simon Peter said, * ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life; we believe and we 
know that you are the Christ, the Son of God.’ Alleluia!   

 
lessed be the Lord, + the God of Israel! 
He has visited his people and redeemed them. 
 

He has raised up for us a mighty saviour  
in the house of David his servant, 
as he promised by the lips of holy men,  
those who were his prophets from of old. 
 

A saviour who would free us from our foes, 
from the hands of all who hate us. 
So his love for our fathers is fulfilled  
and his holy covenant remembered. 
 

He swore to Abraham our father to grant us, 
that free from fear,  
and saved from the hands of our foes, 
we might serve him in holiness and justice  
all the days of our life in his presence. 
 

As for you, little child, 
you shall be called a prophet of God, the Most High. 
You shall go ahead of the Lord  
to prepare his ways before him, 
 

To make known to his people their salvation  
through forgiveness of all their sins, 
the loving-kindness of the heart of our God  
who visits us like the dawn from on high. 
 

He will give light to those in darkness, 
those who dwell in the shadow of death,  
and guide us into the way of peace. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 
Ant: Simon Peter said, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life; we believe and we 

know that you are the Christ, the Son of God.’ Alleluia!   

 
Blessing 

 

The Lord bless us, + and keep us from all evil,  
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
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