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SUNDAY LITURGY AT HOME 
Second Sunday of Easter 

 
Alongside the Mass Christians down through the ages have prayed by singing hymns, psalms and canticles, listening to passages of Scripture, and 
offering prayers of intercession – we call this kind of prayer the ‘Liturgy of the Hours,’ or the ‘Divine Office.’ As we cannot gather for the Eucharist 
at this time lets embrace this ancient tradition and pray in our homes either as a family or by ourselves. If you are praying as a family one person 
leads, the others say the words in bold.  

 
INTRODUCTORY RITES             
Introduction                    

 

V  O God, +	come to our aid         
R O Lord, make haste to help us  

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning,  
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Alleluia!  

 
Hymn                    Charles Wesley, 1739  
 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!  
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!  
 

Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!  
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!  
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!  
 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!  
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!  
Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!  

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!  
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!  
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!  
 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia!  
Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia!  
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!  
Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia!  
 

King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia!  
Everlasting life is this, Alleluia!  
Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia!  
Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia!  

 
PSALMODY                   
A soul thirsting for God                         PS 62:2-9  
 

Let the man who has put away the deeds of the night watch for God 
 

Ant 1:  Christ has risen; * he is the light of his people, whom he has redeemed with his blood, alleluia. 
 

O God, you are my God, for you I long; 
for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you 
like a dry, weary land without water. 
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary 
to see your strength and your glory. 
 

For your love is better than life, 
my lips will speak your praise. 
So I will bless you all my life, 
in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 
my mouth shall praise you with joy. 

On my bed I remember you. 
On you I muse through the night 
for you have been my help; 
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 
My soul clings to you; 
your right hand holds me fast. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 
Ant 1:  Christ has risen; he is the light of his people, whom he has redeemed with his blood, alleluia. 
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Let every creature praise the Lord              Dan 3:57-88, 56 
 

Praise our God, all you his servants (Apoc 19:5) 
 

Ant 2:  Christ our Redeemer, has risen from the tomb: * let us sing a hymn to the Lord, our God, alleluia.  
 

O all you works of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, angels of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, the heavens of the Lord, O bless the  
     Lord. 
And you, clouds of the sky, O bless the Lord. 
And you, all armies of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, sun and moon, O bless the Lord. 
And you, the stars of the heavens, O bless the  
     Lord. 
And you, showers and rain, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, all you breezes and winds, O bless the  
     Lord. 
And you, fire and heat, O bless the Lord. 
And you, cold and heat, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, showers and dew, O bless the Lord. 
And you, frosts and cold, O bless the Lord. 
And you, frost and snow, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, night-time and day, O bless the Lord. 
And you, darkness and light, O bless the Lord. 
And you, lightning and clouds, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 

O let the earth bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, mountains and hills, O bless the Lord. 
And you, all plants of the earth, O bless the Lord. 
And you, fountains and springs, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, rivers and seas, O bless the Lord. 
And you, creatures of the sea, O bless the Lord. 
And you, every bird in the sky, O bless the Lord. 
And you, wild beasts and tame, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, children of men, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

O Israel, bless the Lord, O bless the Lord. 
And you, priests of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 
And you, servants of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

And you, spirits and souls of the just, O bless the Lord. 
And you, holy and humble of heart, O bless the Lord. 
Ananias, Azarias, Mizael, O bless the Lord. 
To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

Let us praise the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit: 
To you be highest glory and praise for ever. 
May you be blessed, O Lord, in the heavens: 
To you be highest glory and praise for ever. 
 

 
Ant 2:  Christ our Redeemer, has risen from the tomb: let us sing a hymn to the Lord, our God, alleluia.  

 
The song of joy of the saints                   Ps 149 
 

The members of the Church, God’s new people, will rejoice in their king, who is Christ (Hesychius) 
 

Ant 3:  Alleluia, * the Lord has risen as he promised, alleluia.  
 

Sing a new song to the Lord, 
his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
Let Israel rejoice in its Maker, 
let Sion’s sons exult in their king. 
Let them praise his name with dancing 
and make music with timbrel and harp. 
 

For the Lord takes delight in his people. 
He crowns the poor with salvation. 
Let the faithful rejoice in their glory, 
shout for joy and take their rest. 
Let the praise of God be on their lips 
and a two-edged sword in their hand, 

to deal out vengeance to the nations 
and punishment on all the peoples; 
to bind their kings in chains 
and their nobles in fetters of iron; 
to carry out the sentence pre-ordained: 
this honour is for all his faithful. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 
Ant 3:  Alleluia, the Lord has risen as he promised, alleluia.  
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COLLECT OF THE MASS  
 

Let us pray. 
 

od of everlasting mercy, 
who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast 

kindle the faith of the people you have made your own, 
increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed, 
that all may grasp and rightly understand 
in what font they have been washed, 
by whose Spirit they have been reborn, 
by whose Blood they have been redeemed. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD           
First Reading                      Acts 2:42-47 
 

The faithful all lived together and owned everything in common 
 

A reading from the book of Acts. 
 

The whole community remained faithful to the teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of 
bread and to the prayers. The many miracles and signs worked through the apostles made a deep impression on 
everyone. The faithful all lived together and owned everything in common; they sold their goods and possessions 
and shared out the proceeds among themselves according to what each one needed. They went as a body to the 
Temple every day but met in their houses for the breaking of bread; they shared their food gladly and generously; 
they praised God and were looked up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord added to their community those 
destined to be saved. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
R  Thanks be to God. 

 
Responsorial Psalm               Ps 117: 2-4,13-15, 22-24 
 

 

R  Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 
	

Let the sons of Israel say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let the sons of Aaron say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say: 
‘His love has no end.’  R 
 

I was thrust down, thrust down and falling, 
but the Lord was my helper. 
The Lord is my strength and my song; 
he was my saviour. 
There are shouts of joy and victory 
in the tents of the just.  R	
	
The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord; 
we rejoice and are glad.  R 

 
 
 
 

G 
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Second Reading           1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

You did not see Christ, yet you love him 
 

A reading from the first letter of St Peter. 
 

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy has given us a new birth as his sons, 
by raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we have a sure hope and the promise of an inheritance that can 
never be spoilt or soiled and never fade away, because it is being kept for you in the heavens. Through your faith, 
God’s power will guard you until the salvation which has been prepared is revealed at the end of time. This is a 
cause of great joy for you, even though you may for a short time have to bear being plagued by all sorts of trials; 
so that, when Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith will have been tested and proved like gold – only it is more 
precious than gold, which is corruptible even though it bears testing by fire – and then you will have praise and 
glory and honour. You did not see him, yet you love him; and still without seeing him, you are already filled with a 
joy so glorious that it cannot be described, because you believe; and you are sure of the end to which your faith 
looks forward, that is, the salvation of your souls. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
R  Thanks be to God. 

	
Easter Sequence            
 

 

Christians, to the Paschal Victim  
offer sacrifice and praise. 
 

The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; 
and Christ, the undefiled, 
hath sinners to his Father reconciled. 
 

Death with life contended: combat strangely ended! 
Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign. 
 

Tell us, Mary: say  
what thou didst see upon the way. 
 

The tomb the Living did enclose; 
I saw Christ’s glory as he rose! 
 

The angels there attesting; 
shroud with grave-clothes resting. 
 

Christ, my hope, has risen: 
he goes before you into Galilee. 
 

That Christ is truly risen  
from the dead we know. 
Victorious king, thy mercy show! 
Amen. Alleluia. 

 
Gospel Acclamation             John 20:29 
 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said: ‘You believe because you can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
Alleluia! 
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Gospel Reading                     John 20:19-31 
 

Eight days later, Jesus came again and stood among them 
 

V  A reading from the Holy Gospel +	according to John. 
R  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

n the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples 
were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and 

showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you. 
 

‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ 
 

After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they 
are retained.’ 
 

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples 
said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put 
my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days 
later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in 
and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here 
are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord 
and my God!’ Jesus said to him: 
 

‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
 

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. 
These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you 
may have life through his name. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
R  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

	
Reflection            
 

A time for either silent reflection by oneself, or sharing amongst the household 

 
PRAYER AND SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Intercessions 
 

In real humility of heart let us pray to God who 
cares for everyone, saying:  

R   Lord, have mercy on your people.  
 

Defend the church against all danger.  R 
Protect Francis our Pope.  R 
Be the strength of Patrick our Bishop.  R 
Keep our parish united in prayer.  R 
Save your people.  R 
Preserve the world in peace. R 
Bring light to those who do not believe.  R 
Guide the rulers of all nations.  R 
Come to the aid of the poor.  R 
Comfort the afflicted.  R 
Guide and strengthen healthcare workers.  R 
Bring an end to the coronavirus.  R 
Have mercy on the dead.  R 

 

We pause to make our own prayers. 
 

We ask Mary to place the whole world under her maternal 
protection, saying: 

 

Hail Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou amongst women, 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, 
now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
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Our Father 
 

 Let us pray together in the words Jesus taught us, saying: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  

 
Spiritual Communion 
 

Spend a few moments in silence, then pray asking Jesus to make his home in your heart: 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all things, and I 
desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never 
permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING AND CONCLUSION  
The Benedictus                    Luke 1:68-79 

 

The Messiah and the one who was sent before him 
 

Ant: Put your hand here * and see the mark of the nails; doubt no longer but believe, alleluia. 
 

lessed be the Lord, + the God of Israel! 
He has visited his people and redeemed them. 
 

He has raised up for us a mighty saviour  
in the house of David his servant, 
as he promised by the lips of holy men,  
those who were his prophets from of old. 
 

A saviour who would free us from our foes, 
from the hands of all who hate us. 
So his love for our fathers is fulfilled  
and his holy covenant remembered. 
 

He swore to Abraham our father to grant us, 
that free from fear,  
and saved from the hands of our foes, 
we might serve him in holiness and justice  
all the days of our life in his presence. 
 

As for you, little child, 
you shall be called a prophet of God, the Most High. 
You shall go ahead of the Lord  
to prepare his ways before him, 
 

To make known to his people their salvation  
through forgiveness of all their sins, 
the loving-kindness of the heart of our God  
who visits us like the dawn from on high. 
 

He will give light to those in darkness, 
those who dwell in the shadow of death,  
and guide us into the way of peace. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

 
Ant: Put your hand here and see the mark of the nails; doubt no longer but believe, alleluia. 

  
Blessing 

 

The Lord bless us, + and keep us from all evil,  
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
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