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Over the last 18 months, our Catholic 
schools have consistently shown 
that they are among the best schools 
within Nottinghamshire and the City 
of Nottingham. 
 
The Real Schools Guide, published in 
the Nottingham Post on 12th January 
2020, ranked primary schools across 
the County and the City (a total of 
almost 300 schools). 
 

Our Schools occupied four of the top 
six places: 
 

1st     St Mary’s, Hyson Green 
2nd   St Teresa’s, Aspley 
4th   St Edmund Campion, West 
Bridgford 6th Our Lady of Perpetual 
Succour, Bulwell 
 

Our secondary schools have also 
been performing well: 

The Becket School was the second 
highest performing school across the 
City and County, in a similar article 
published in the Nottingham Post 
(18th October 2019). The Trinity was 
the top performing City secondary 
school on attainment and All Saints’ 
remains the highest attaining school 
in Mansfield. 
 

In addition to this, two of our schools 
have become the first to be graded 
‘Outstanding’ under the Diocese of 
Nottingham’s new Inspection 
Framework, which looks at the 
quality of the Catholic Life of the 
school, Collective Worship and RE.  St 
Mary’s, Hyson Green and Blessed 
Robert Widmerpool, Clifton, received 
‘Outstanding’ judgements in all areas 
of the inspection.  
 

We really do have amazing children 
and young adults in our schools. They 
inspire us with their passion for 
learning and their support and 
encouragement for each other. Our 
schools are all living faith 
communities where young people 
encounter God and inspire each other 
as disciples of Jesus. As a result of the 
caring atmosphere within our 
schools, the young people flourish 
and excel in all areas: spiritually, 
socially and academically.  
 

I would like to thank everyone who 
works in our schools or for the Trust  

Central Team. Our staff care 
passionately about the pupils and go 
above and beyond to ensure that 
they are all happy, safe and able to 
achieve their full potential.  
 

James McGeachie, CEO  

 

 

Students from St Teresa’s celebrating  in 

the cathedral grounds with St 

Augustine’s  

 

 

Students from St Mary’s Catholic 

Voluntary Academy 
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St Patrick’s, Mansfield: Forest Friday 

Each week, groups of children from 

St. Patrick’s School in Mansfield 

have the opportunity to learn in 

their local forest, during their 

‘Forest Fridays.’ The usual group 

were joined one lovely, bright 

Friday in January by the children 

from St Philip Neri with St Bede’s 

School.  

All the children spent a day learning 

practically about their topic work 

on ‘The Great Fire of London.’ The 

children worked together to create 

wonderful, natural pictures of 

Pudding Lane, as well as the baker’s 

shop.  

Throughout the activity, the adults 

witnessed the children’s light 

shining in many ways: through their 

caring attitude toward one 

another, through their cooperation 

in sharing the outdoor learning 

environment and through the 

wonderful pictures they created 

together. 

Afterwards, they returned to the 

fire pit where they ate hot dogs, 

followed by a tasty cup of hot 

chocolate. One child’s recollection 

of the day summarises their 

experience; “I made new friends 

and helped to look after the little 

ones from the other school.” 

Another child recalled, “I loved it 

outside, playing, learning and 

exploring.”  

The Forest School has helped the 

children to develop confidence, 

security and trust, setting them up 

to develop the ‘cultural capital’ 

The Reception and Key Stage One 

children at Holy Cross Primary were 

most excited to welcome Santa to 

their Christmas party in December 

2019! Santa met individually with 

every child and asked them what 

they wanted for Christmas.  

The children were then presented 

with a gift from Santa and he then 

waved the children goodbye and he 

Holy Cross: Santa Claus Visits the School 

 

required for future success. As 

they work closely with God’s 

creation and with one another, 

they learn both to value their 

environment and to enthuse 

about the learning that has taken 

place and about what is yet to 

come.  

It enables those who find the 

classroom a challenge to thrive in 

the space outdoors whilst 

exposing those young people 

who are more frequently confined 

to indoor environments to the 

fabulous opportunities and 

experiences that Mother Nature 

has to offer.  

Elspeth Wilkins-Campbell 

Deputy Headteacher  

flew away in his sleigh with the 

reindeers.  

Holy Cross were very grateful to Mr 

McGeachie for ensuring the safe 

arrival of Santa at the children's 

Christmas party!   

Tammie McNamara, Headteacher 
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We have been absolutely wowed 
with the overwhelming response 
from our school community.  
 
Mrs Frost fed back to say:  
 
“A great big thank you for all your 
generosity and kindness in our Advent 
Mission this December.  The Reverse 
Advent Calendar has been a huge 
success and the quantity of donations 
for the Bridge St Methodist Church 
Soup Kitchen / Food Bank has been 
amazing.   
 
This has been our most successful 
Advent appeal so far - even beating 
our 144 shoeboxes a couple of years 
ago! 
 
Also, a great big thank you to all the 
children and our School Council.  There 
was a huge energy behind this appeal.  

The School Council promoted the 
appeal and organised the huge 
quantity of food items that came in 
every day. 
 
As you can see from the photo all the 
donations are already safely 
delivered to the Church who will now 
distribute the items between the 
Soup Kitchen and the Food Bank.  
Your donations are making an 
immediate impact in the lives of 
those less fortunate than ourselves.  I 
am so proud of our community. 
 
Lastly a thank you to Mrs Harris, our 
liaison with the Church and Mr 
Smedley. I could never have delivered 
all the donations without their 
practical help and generosity of time 
(and Mr Smedley's van!)  
 

Best wishes - Mrs Frost and School 
Council” 

St Mary’s: Top School in Nottinghamshire    

The Nottingham Post visited St Mary’s after 

we were identified as the best state funded 

school in Nottinghamshire. The Real School 

Guide considers – not just KS2 results – but 

also factors such as progress, pupil-teacher 

ratios and absence rates.  

The children spoke highly of the school and 

their teachers and peers. Leslie Nwokoloh, in 

Year 6, said, “Even without the friendship 

bench, we look out for others. School is not 

just to learn but to be social. We can open up 

to teachers. They care about us like family.” 

The full article can be found here: 

https://www.nottinghampost.com/news/notti

ngham-news/behind-scenes-one-best-primary-

3740471 

Linda Valencia 
Acting Head of School 

 

Pictured, are Dovydas Klimas, Leslie Nwokoloh, Lena Skorczewska (back), Zofia 

Sadowska, Nevaeh Wilson, John Uyigie and Ola Olayemi pictured with Head of  

School, Linda Valencia. (Image: Joseph Raynor/ Nottingham Post) 

 

 

 
‘Do good and lend, expecting 
nothing in return and your reward 
will be great.” (Luke:6:35) 

 

Jane Smedley, Headteacher 

 

 

 

St Patrick’s, Mansfield: Reverse Advent  

https://www.nottinghampost.com/news/nottingham-news/behind-scenes-one-best-primary-3740471
https://www.nottinghampost.com/news/nottingham-news/behind-scenes-one-best-primary-3740471
https://www.nottinghampost.com/news/nottingham-news/behind-scenes-one-best-primary-3740471
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Our Lady of Lourdes: The God Who Speaks    

Scripture is at the centre of 

everything the Church does. The 

Word of God shapes our prayer and 

worship. The Bible shows us how to 

understand the world, how we are 

called to live and relate to each 

other. 

‘Today Jesus speaks those same 

words to you: “Take heart, I am 

here with you, allow me to enter 

and your life will change”. That is 

why the Lord gives you his word, so 

that you can receive it like a love 

letter…’ Pope Francis (zenit.org) 

This initiative commemorates two 
very important anniversaries; the 
10th anniversary of Pope Benedict 
XVI’s Apostolic Exhortation Verbum 
Domini, and the 1600th Anniversary 
of St Jerome’s Death.  

It also is a way for us to take part in 
‘Celebrating,’ ‘Living’ and ‘Sharing’ 
God’s Word, teaching us how to use 
the Bible and the Word of God as an 
inspirational tool by which we can 
live our lives to its fullest extent.  

In the Our Lady of Lourdes Central 
Office, Celebrating God’s Word, we 
have displayed ‘Lectio Divina;’ the 
act of reading scripture using 
mediation, prayer and 
contemplation. This is a wonderful, 
easily applicable way to practise 
prayer and bears many similarities to 
the act of daily affirmations, which 
helps with mindfulness and well-
being.  

‘Living God’s Word’ is something we 
are very excited about, as it is an 
opportunity to showcase good 
deeds that have been carried out, 
encouraged by God’s Word. The area 
at the bottom of the board is 
dedicated to displaying how our 
Trust ‘Lives God’s Word,’ and we 

would love to be able to show the 
wonderful activities that are 
happening in our schools, and create a 
‘scrapbook’ of these events.  

And, finally, we have ‘Sharing God’s 
Word.’ This section of the board is 
dedicated to sharing pieces of 
scripture that have inspired us, 
touched us, stand as personal mantra 
or, very simply, that we just like. Each 
week a new piece of scripture is 
volunteered by a member of the 
Central Team, sometimes partnered 
with some dialogue as to why it means 
so much to them.  

If there are any examples of ‘Living’ or 
‘Sharing’ Gods Word that you would 
like to display on this board, please 
send it to: 
k.stewart@ololcatholicmat.co.uk.  

It has been a wonderful activity so far, 
enabling staff from all backgrounds 
and beliefs to shed insight on what is 

important to them, and to share this 
personal detail with their colleagues. 
These pieces of scripture are going to 
be saved, much like the acts of ‘Living 
God’s Word,’ so as to exemplify what 
this wonderful initiative has done to 
help us interact on a personal level 
with the Bible and help build and 
establish our relationships with one 
another.  

As mentioned, any examples of 
‘Celebrating,’ ‘Living’ or ‘Sharing’ 
God’s Word would be more than 
welcome; nay, encouraged!  

It would be a wonderful opportunity 
to show how our children and staff 
truly understand the guidance of the 
Bible, and how this can be 
incorporated into their day-to-day 
lives.  

Kayleigh Stewart, OLoL Central Team 

https://zenit.org/articles/pope-francis-homily-for-1st-sunday-of-the-word-of-god-full-text/
mailto:k.stewart@ololcatholicmat.co.uk
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The Good Shepherd: Wonderful Mass     

The Good Shepherd Academy has 

had a wonderful week! They had a 

whole-school Mass with all 410 

children and families celebrating 

together. Students and staff were 

all set to walk to The Good 

Shepherd Church, which is almost a 

mile away, but sadly the bad 

weather had other plans. They 

weren’t about to let the damp 

weather dampen their spirits 

though! The celebrations took 

place in school which resulted in a 

beautiful, packed Mass. It was a 

very special celebration with the 

choir leading on some beautiful 

hymns dedicated to Mary. They 

The students at All Saints’ have enjoyed a 

beautiful Ash Wednesday service.   

Fr Jonathan challenged them to bring balance 

to their lives during this Lenten period. He 

asked them to consider their ‘screen’ time and 

how this could bring a positive impact on their 

relationships with people around them.   

The Chaplaincy Team were then commissioned 

during the service and gave up their lunchtime 

to distribute ashes to those students who were 

unable to make the voluntary Mass.  

We are so grateful here at All Saints’ for our 

local clergy who enable us to bring the Gospel 

alive. Repent and believe in the Gospel. 

Thank you to all involved in putting this 

together and the hard work that went towards 

it. It was a lovely event. 

  

All Saints’: Ash Wednesday Service  

also had the Good Shepherd band 

on their instruments. 

The prayers and litanies were 

beautiful and allowed the children 

to focus on Mary's obedience to 

God and her great humility and 

faith.  

Later in the week students focussed 

on the Magnificat during their Year 

5/6 Liturgy. They followed Pope 

Francis' five fingered hand prayer to 

reflect on the meaning of the 

scripture as they prayed for those 

near to them, those who lead us, 

those who direct us, those in need 

of support and for ourselves too.  

Vicki Mullen, Academy Chaplain 
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Sacred Heart: Our Authors 

In support of raising the profile of ‘the love of 

writing’ our English Coordinators, Mrs Lucas and 

Miss Armstrong, approached the teaching team 

to exhibit a piece of writing from every child, to 

celebrate their achievements in the Lent 1 term. 

The exhibition was held, centre stage, during the 

two parent consultation evenings. This enabled all 

parents to view the learning journey of a writer, 

starting in Foundation all the way through to Year 

6 and was a resounding success. 
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OLOLCMAT 

1st Floor 

Loxley House 

Riverside Business Park  

Tottle Road  

Nottingham 

NG2 1RT 

Phone: 

0115 851 5454 

Email: 

contactus@OLOLCATHOLICMAT.co.uk 

Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes   

Holy Trinity in Newark had a 

fantastic day celebrating the Feast 

day of Our Lady of Lourdes.  They 

began their week with a ‘St 

Bernadette’ Word of the Week film. 

The students involved in the film 

researched the life of St Bernadette, 

the scripture link and reason, the 

reflection and reason, and they 

wrote the script for the film 

themselves.  I think we can all agree 

that it was a job very well done! 

If you would like to watch the 

children’s Word of the Week film, 

follow the link below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

ymKc4p80viA&feature=youtu.be  

Students and staff also celebrated 

Mass in church where they were 

joined by parents, parishioners and 

governors. 

The students in Y1 – Y6 were 
presented with their very own Bibles 
and when they returned to class they 
took part in activities linked to the 
Year of the Word and their 
Aspirations Week theme of the day 
which was ‘Aspire to be Closer to 
God’. The students in KS1 considered 
the theme of ‘Healing Water’ and 
prayed for those who need healing. 
The students in KS2 focussed on 
activities involving mysteries of the 
rosary and using their new Bibles to 
support this. 

Vicki Mullen, Academy Chaplain 

 

The children at St Teresa's enjoyed a 

thoughtful and reflective liturgy about 

Our Lady of Lourdes.   

In their classes they completed activities 

about Our Lady, learnt more about the 

story of Saint Bernadette and thought 

about why people still visit Lourdes 

today.  

Our Lady of Lourdes, Pray for us. 

Vicki Mullen, Academy Chaplain 

The Trinity School Form Reps 

celebrated the Our Lady of Lourdes 

Feast Day on Monday 11th February by 

holding an outdoor liturgy in front of 

the recently installed ‘Our Lady of 

Lourdes’ statue. It was a beautiful 

ceremony, enjoyed by all who 

attended.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymKc4p80viA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymKc4p80viA&feature=youtu.be

